
CHAPTER THREE: TECHNOLOGY AND DOMINANCE.  

THE GRANDEUR OF HUMANITY IN LIGHT OF THE PROMISES OF AI  

90. Having recalled the principles that shine a light on Social Doctrine, I would now like to 
focus on certain challenges that profoundly shape our way of living today. The biblical 
image accompanying these reflections is that of a building project. On the one hand, there 
is the Tower of Babel, where collective effort follows a plan that dominates and ultimately 
dehumanizes (cf. Gen 11:1-9). On the other hand, there are the ruins of Jerusalem, which 
under Nehemiah’s direction are rebuilt piece by piece as a project of shared responsibility 
(cf. Neh 2-6). We are called to reflect on the great “construction sites” of our era and ask: 
What are we building? As technological development rapidly transforms languages, 
relationships, institutions and forms of power, we believers must and can choose which 
projects to work on and in what manner, to safeguard and value the grandeur of humanity 
that has been given to us as a gift. This is a choice not only for our future but also for our 
present, since artificial intelligence and other emerging technologies are already part of 
our daily lives.  

124. Certain events make it clear that history can also change when individuals truly take 
the dignity of everyone seriously: the civil rights movement in the United States of America, 
closely associated with the testimony of Martin Luther King Jr., or the end of apartheid in 
South Africa following the release of Nelson Mandela and his decision not to surrender the 
future to hatred. In different contexts, many courageous and generous women have also 
stood out, including Saint Laura Montoya, Saint Teresa of Calcutta, Dorothy Day, Marie 
Skłodowska-Curie, Maria Montessori, Elisabeth Elliot, Wangari Maathai, Benazir Bhutto and 
countless others from every continent whose commitment has contributed to making 
history more humane.  

125. Alongside these public signs, there is a more hidden but decisive story. We see it in 
religious communities that choose to serve in poor and dangerous places. We also see it in 
the martyrs of fraternity and justice, such as Saint Maximilian Mary Kolbe, Saint Oscar 
Romero and Blessed Enrique Angelelli; and in those witnesses who embodied the hope of 
the Gospel as well as human dignity amidst harsh, often inhumane conditions, such as 
Venerable Francis-Xavier Nguyễn Văn Thuận. Above all, it is visible in the “martyrs of 
everyday life” who care for, educate, accompany and comfort without fanfare, such as 
parents, nurses, doctors, volunteers and those who remain alongside an elderly person or 
an outcast. Their testimony demonstrates that goodness does not advance automatically, 
but requires the perseverance, memory and interior conversion necessary to begin anew, 
even after defeat.  

 



Here is a short, ready-to-use discussion handout based on the ethical principles in Chapter 3: 

AI & Ethics: Discussion Handout 

Key Ethical Principles 

• Human Dignity
Every person has inherent worth beyond productivity or data.
→ AI must never treat people as disposable or reduce them to outputs.

• The Common Good
Society should benefit everyone, not just a few.
→ AI should serve the good of all, not concentrate power or profit. 

• Universal Destination of Goods
Resources and knowledge are meant for all people.
→ Access to technology and its benefits should be shared fairly. 

• Solidarity
We are responsible for one another, especially the vulnerable.
→ AI must protect those at risk of exclusion or harm. 

• Subsidiarity
Decisions should remain close to people and communities.
→ Human judgment should not be replaced by distant or automated systems. 

• Social Justice
Fairness in opportunities, outcomes, and treatment.
→ AI must avoid bias, discrimination, and unequal impacts. 

Big Question 

• Does this technology make life more human and more worthy of the person—or less? 

Discussion Questions 

• Where do you see AI supporting human dignity today? Where might it threaten it?
• Who benefits most from AI right now? Who might be left out?
• How can we ensure human judgment and relationships are not replaced?
• What responsibilities do developers, users, and communities share?
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